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Association, and Thambi Naidoo, a British Indian, both of whom were
my fellow-prisoners, and myself.
7.    On Thursday, the 30th January, I was taken to Pretoria, under
escort, to call on the Colonial Secretary.
8.    At the interview I had with the Colonial Secretary, the repeal
of the Asiatic Law Amendment Act was discussed, and the promise
given definitely there and then that, if the Asiatics applied for voluntary
registration, the Act would be repealed.   At the same time, a formal
reply to the said letter was   handed   to me,   copy whereof is hereto
attached.
9.    After the said interview, my fellow-prisoners and myself were
discharged.
10.    On the 3rd day of February, I had another interview with the
Colonial Secretary, and the repeal of the Act, as well as other matters,
was discussed, and the promise made to me and referred to above was
repeated; though, at the said interview, the Colonial Secretary, at the
time I took leave, added, "Remember, if there is a single recalcitrant
Asiatic who does not take out voluntary registration, I shall enforce the
Act against that man", or some words to that effect, which I took to
mean that the vast majority of the Asiatics then resident in the Colony
would have to take out voluntary registration certificates to bring about
the repeal of the Act.
11.    After that, correspondence passed between the Colonial Secre-
tary and myself confirming the question of repeal.
12.    To my surprise, however, I saw a letter1 signed by the Pri-
vate Secretary to the Colonial Secretary, stating that even voluntary
registrants would be brought under the said Act.
13.    I have  since  ascertained  that it is the intention  of  the
Government not to apply the said  Act to those who'have volunta-
rily registered, but they decline to give any assurance with reference to
the repeal of the Act.
14.    This news has created a great * commotion   amongst   the
Asiatics, and they have demanded the return of their voluntary applica-
tions for registration and documents handed to Montford Chamney of
Pretoria.
15.    When the compromise was completed, it gave dissatisfaction
to a certain section of the Indian community, by reason of my having
accepted, under authority of public meetings held at the   time, the
principle of identification by digit-impressions; and, in my desire to carry
out  the  compact with  the Government,  I  proceeded  to  the  said
Montford Chamney, on Monday the 10th February last, to make my
1 Lane's letter of May 13, 1908; vide S. N. 4812.